
Resolve to Improve Farming Practices in 2013
02 January 2013

US - New Year's resolutions aren't just for those who are overweight, sedentary or
struggling to break a bad habit. Farmers can resolve to avoid poor management
practices or implement better production techniques in 2013.
Purdue University crop, livestock and agricultural economics specialists shared their top three
farmer resolutions for the year ahead.

Brian Richert, Extension swine specialist said:

Resolve to closely monitor your feeding program, since feed is 70 percent of your swine costs. "This includes
sticking to your feed budgets, being vigilant in your feeder adjustments, monitoring your feed particle size and
analyzing your feed ingredients. Analyzing your feed ingredients is critical when you feed more byproducts with
their increased variability, and with a bad growing season this year even our corn and soybean meal needs to be
analyzed."

Resolve to collect and use records. "You should be culling the lowest-producing females, monitoring drug use,
conducting timely euthanasia and evaluating all your costs across all phases of production."

Resolve to re-evaluate vaccination and medication plans. "Meet with your herd veterinarian to ensure they are
meeting your herd's health needs."
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